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A New Year for New Members 2011 has been a year of highs for the church—

successful financial campaign, the completion of long
As | write this, it is hard for me to imagine a "2"9€ goals to make the church accessible, new sound

new year will be here when there still seems like sg2nd video components for worship and plans under-
much is yet to be done to finish the old year. At theV@Y for new growth in membership and mission are
moment | have several studies and classes to prepaldnings for which to be excited. And yet, 2011 also
and of course the special Christmas weekend worsfif! 1tS share of troubles— the passing of some be-
services and pastoral care needs. By the time mogPyed friends and church members, worries as some of

you read this they will be a part of the old year and $uUr most active members get older, continuing finan-
pray that | have been up to the task. cial shortfalls in meeting ministry expenses and a

I'm not sure why, but | tend to gravitate to- Vague uncertainty about the health of the world around

wards melancholy as the new year approaches. | ive P€ it cultural, political, or financial health.
a tendency to see what we are leaving behind rather  Perhaps I lack imagination, but my crystal ball
than what possibilities of joy might be on the horiz IMPlies that 2012 will be similar to 2011 in many
Its probably why | do better as a historian than a  Ways— both good and bad. | admit Ehls may simply
prophet. _be a continuation of my tendency to “walk backwards

| can remember feeling an affinity for the de_ln_to the future”. And you should knoyv that I, along
scription of the Hebrew people that one of my Old with oth_er churc_h members, are putting a good deal of
Testament professors in seminary used, “the Hebr&f?€r9Y into making changes that will build on the
people walked backwards into the future; always a good things of 2_011_ and address the tro_ubles of last
clearer view of where they had been than where th¥§ar- But a “quick fix” approach, or a miraculous lot-
were going.” He used this description as a contras{&§ Win, are notin my hopes or plans for the next
the Hebrew prophets like Isaiah and Jeremiah, who/€a"- We need to build on our new accessibility, new
were able to face forward and see clearly where prél0rship capabilities and new plans for growth— and
sent trends were going to take them. The prophetst,hls w_|II, in part, addr_e_ss some of the troubles we have
facing forward, could describe the future as filled wifPerienced by providing new energy and resources
promise or filled with suffering while the rest of theifor ministry that builds faith in "God’s presence in
people continued to walk backwards into a future tHE@! and rejoicing” as we face an uncertain world to-
felt was completely unknowable. géther as a Christian community.

Of course, there is value in looking back, in It sounds almost ridiculous to state the obvious
recognizing where one has been— but one must ai§gMetimes, but | believe that membership growth

in my case, force oneself, to look forward to interpr8€€ds to be a priority for our congregation in 2012.
the future path of current trends. So, let's do a kifle/Ve have talked about being welcoming, being invita-

both as we start out the new year. Looking back attional, being hospitable to “guests” as they worship.

2011 and gazing expectantly at what 2012 may haW¥/§have always wanted to have more members and
store for us. been a friendly church when people have come to



visit. But | honestly can’t say that it has beeniarpr A MESSAGE FROM

ity of our ministry and mission across the board on

a>r/1y given year s)i/nce | have been here. All churches THE MODERATOR

want to make new disciples of Jesus Christ, and we are

no exception. Its always been part of who we are—’s hard to believe another year has passed. Thank
but almost always it has been incidental to other miynu for allowing me to be moderator throughout 2011,
istry and mission that takes place. We have servedoth a rewarding and a difficult year in the life afro
the community and if people wanted to be a part ofchurch.

that ministry we have been glad for them to come on

board and help; but we have not gone out of our waly major accomplishment was our success in becoming
to enlist the help through seeking new members beforéd2A (Accessible to All) church community. One
doing the ministry. of the immediate and very satisfying rewards of this

We have much to offer people in Elkhorn andhallenging undertaking has been the return to worship
the surrounding area. We already believe we havea some of our long-term members. How wonderful it
valuable community here among our members— irhas been to reunite within the beauty of our sanctuary.
2012 we need to do a better job telling people abouddditionally we heard the heartwarming story of a
ourselves and inviting them to be a part of the expeneman who, for the first time in her many years of
ence. We are an open, Christian community that iscoming to our annual cookie sale, was able to fully
able to accept people at different places on the faitiparticipate in her own cookie selection. Our formerly
journey. We do not expect people to have a “cookimaccessible building was an obstacle to her wheel-
cutter” faith; but believe that folks with even divergesttair, meaning in prior years she waited in the lobby
views on many issues can still approach the Commahile someone else chose and purchased her cookies.
ion Table to seek a closer relationship with Christ. While admittedly we perhaps cannot be truly A2A un-
We believe its important to put faith into action @r-s til the completion of our sanctuary remodel, slated for
vice to our neighbors who are in need. We have a 2012, we are certainly close.
church community that can help teach children Chris-
tian values of justice and mercy. We are part of a We can also look with pride at the new multimedia
church that challenges its members to think and cosystem, which affords the potential to radically en-
forts their hearts as well. It's a church of whidh |  hance our worship experience.
proud, even with all its problems and concerns.

Yes, this new year will be upon us quickly, The conversion of the former Powell building into the
whether we are ready or not. It will be here, wheth&lkhorn Food Pantry is visible withess to our commit-
we are walking face-forward or backward into the ment to community mission. First Congregational
future. The new year will certainly be filled with  UCC of Elkhorn saw in the building the potential for a
much of the same, but | believe, with my (limited) pantry that would provide accessibility and space not
prophet eyes, the new practices and new priorities palssible in our ELCA neighbor, which had graciously
set us on a path where some of our anxieties and ttoaused the pantry as best it could for many years.

bles will begin to be solved. Working together with other churches and volunteer
groups has resulted in a resource with increased capac-
Yours in Christ, ity to serve those in need.
Pastor Scott While we can, and should, look on the above accom-

plishments with pride, we cannot ignore the reality of
ongoing financial difficulties. At the December coun-
cil meeting we discussed a short fall facing us once
again and we have requested a loan from the Trust
Fund to help us through this tight spot. Althoughy a
request we would prefer to not make, we need to as-
sure our viability in order to continue to answer God’s
call.



It is inevitable that 2012 will bring us new, as well aJanuary 11th at 1:00 p.m --- We will start tak-
ongoing, challenges. However, we must not lose sitfy down the decorations in fellowship hall and clean-
of what we can and will accomplish. “The way of ing the cupboards. If any of you can help, please stop
Christ is not safe, but it is life and it is trutit.id the  in as many hands make light work.

way.” — quoted from The Rev Anthony B Robinson’s

Dec 20 devotion in “Are You Still Listening.” Soup and Sand-

h . : wiches ---January
ank you again for allowing me to be your .
Moderator. | am confident Ross Phillips, as newly 19th we will have
elected Moderator, and our entire Church Council SOUP @nd sandwiches
will have your enthusiastic support as they lead us &t 6:00 p.-m. After ou
through 2012. (And remember, there are still somedinner we will work _ _
positions, including Vice Moderator, in desperate O finish cleaning the cupboards. Jennifer Neis and

need of willing volunteers eager to answer God's c&lick Lile. You all are invited to come and enjoy good
to serve.) home made soup, just bring a

. sandwich along.
Harold Morris . .
hd The script/gift cards: are
(=

coming along. We made
$132.40 profit for the
church. We will be sending in

Womenls Fe”OWShlp another order in February or

March. Watch the Link.

Cookie Sale Thank you again for all the help andNext Meeting ---

cookies for our annual cookie sale. We made January 19th at 6:00 p.m.
$2,641.00 on cookies, $207.00 on the raffle, and
$21.00 on knives. Special Congregational

Meeting January 8, 2012

At the request of the Trust Fund Committee, the
Church Council has called a Special Congregational
Meeting for January 8, 2012 following the 10:30 a.m.
worship service. The issue to be addressed concerns
lowering the Principle amount of the Church’s Trust
Fund in order to lend the General Fund of the Church
money to cover the 2011 calendar year deficit. This
loan would cover an estimated $10,000 deficit at the
end of 2011 calendar year. Please plan to attend in
order to learn more about the Church’s financial situa-
tion that we might all work together toward finding
solutions

Christian Education

l ifer Mission --- All the monies have been col-
cted and the children voted for the animals they
wanted. The votes were counted and they purchased 1
goat, 1 flock of ducks/geese, and a flock of hope.

arship payment. Both students are returning to coll

Scholarships We made our second semester SC%
for the second semester.



Elementary Youth ---The group met last

month. Watch for another one coming up. Itis for
kindergarten through 5th grade. Older youth are wel-
come to come and help with the activities!

Christmas Pageant-- We used the new screen to
show the kids artwork. We hope you enjoyed it!

THORIN FORSTER



Family Bowling: January 15th --- We have a BOOk CI u b

Bowling outing planned for Janu-

ary 15th at Two Seasons Bowl in J an u ary The me

Elkhorn. We will meet at the al- @
ley and bowl from 2 to 4:00

p.m. The cost is $5.00 each,

which covers your bowling shoes

and 3 games of bowling. Check

the sign-up sheet. Sign-up by

Betrayal

Whenever | have studied or read about the
Holocaust, one of the questions that often leaps to

January 11th. Adults and children are all mind involves the complicity with which so many peo-
welcome to attend. Bring a friend along. ple participated in that horrendous sequence of events.

Doesn't civilization distinguish itself by endowing all
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL JANUARY 1st. humans a certain dignity? If so, why is it that &res

so easy for people to be persuaded to strip that dignity

Next Committee Meeting-- January 8th after churchfrom certain groups? That is the ultimate betrayal
at noon. which occurred in the Holocaust.

The January boolsarah’s Keyuses that back-
. drop as a foundation for an exploration of further
Fru |t—AI I G one l I betrayals. The author, Tatiana de Rosnay, uses a
historical event as the basis for her novel. Owg 16|
. .. . 1942 French police (not Germans) forcibly rounded up
. We didn't set any pos_ltlye relf:ords this yeatr ’ IOalﬂ)tout 13000 French- Jewish citizens, took them to an
things went smoothly with minimal "emergencies".

Thanks to Rosalyn confusion did NOT reign. We we'p((ajoor velodrome called the Vel D' Hiver where they

re detained for days in disgustingly inhuman condi-
down to our lowest number of cases sold partly due“(;gns_ From there they were shipped by bus, then

the economy, | am sure. We sold 128 cases that were. .
delivered soon after the Cookie Sale was complete fains, again operated by Frenchmen, to death camps,

The truck from Texas was here at a reasonable ho LRartlcularly Auschwitz. The vast majority of them did

32%28{:3_ qrohoedI;n;ré;vszr?sonr:)cvaggntg tgﬁ? gztr?n%gtrgéildren. De Ros_nay create_s the fictional character of

is a little over $1100.00. | wish that some of that arah Starzynski to dramatize these events.

money could go to a deserving local charity, but our

church has a rather desperate need of it's own.
Having already sampled,

| know that we have a good

product. | have heard NO complaints. Thanks to all

who sold fruit, lifted fruit and ate fruit.

The author’s plot rotates back and forth be-
tween 1942 and 2002. She uses a reporter named Julia
Jarmond as the plot’s protagonist. She has chosen to
investigate and write an account of the 1942 events to
commemorate the 8Gnniversary of them. In so do-
ing she comes across the story of Sarah. Sarah had
lived in the apartment in which Julia is to move when
her family and she were forcibly corralled. Not know-
ing what was happening, Sarah urges her four year old
brother Michel to hide in a secret closet. She locks it
and promises to come back for him. At the same time

, that Sarah and all those rounded up like her were be-

Hank Mol
Head Fruit

trayed by their own government and people, Sarah
eventually feels that she has betrayed her brother in
leaving him behind. | can tell you that Ms. De Rosnay
allows Sarah to escape from the interim detainment
camp; this allows the author to pursue her story
through Julia in a somewhat suspenseful manner.

~\
“%




So we have the vast betrayal of the Germans,
the acquiescent betrayal by the French government 2011 has been one of the most challenging
and authorities, and the personal sense of betrayalpgrs in the now nearly 50 year history of the Wiscon-
Sarah. De Rosnay overlays a final story of betriayadin Conference, as we have lived into significant
her subplot, involving Sarah, her husband Bertrandshanges.
and Bertrand’s family. This subplot is connected to
the Sarah story in that Julia’s sympathies and psycho-  Association Transitions: The four Associa-
logical attachment to the July"1@vents are con- tion offices have been closed and two regional Asso-
nected to the sense of betrayal which she experiendate Conference Ministers now serve where we have
with Bertrand. | don’t know how effective others mhgd four Association Ministers. Association Modera-
feel this aspect of the novel is, but to me, it was th tors and divisions/teams have stepped up to take on
weakest part of the novel. If you read the novel, yoauch of the Association programming, and staff has
can decide whether you agree or not. begun to work in different ways to provide support to

Church and Ministry Committees, Search and Call,

From the macro dehumanization perpetratednd pastoral care. A “Common Life Team” made up
by the Nazis through the micro dehumanization whadhAssociation and Conference leaders met to provide
Julia feels, we have a novel which ultimately exptofeedback on changes and suggestions to help Associa-
the betrayals of trust which occur at all those levelgions work together more effectively. Moderators’
This quote kept coming back to me as | read aboutth&erence calls have helped communication.
holocaust, in this novel and at other times.

Support of Clergy: New groups were formed

The quote is by Edmund Burkdll‘that's for clergy to work together on issues in their minis-
necessary for the forces of evil to triumph is for  tries and to offer intentional support and accountabil-
good men to do nothing.” ity. These groups are staffed with facilitators trained
through the Samaritan Counseling Center. Two new
groups have formed and two Development Groups in
the Southwest Association continue. Association
clergy are also forming new cluster and interest
groups.

We meet at the home of
Sybil Klug on Wednesday,
January 4, at 6:30.

Bill Neis
Lay spiritual Growth and Leadership: Lay
Academy continues to draw together lay leaders from
congregations to learn from some of the finest teach-
ers in the UCC. We said ‘good bye’ to Gail O’Neal,
who retired this year, but the program hasn’'t missed a
beat under Debbie Payden'’s leadership. The energy in

the building on the Friday/Saturday Lay Academy
2011 Re port Of the weekends is inspiring. Online courses in “UCC His-
tory and Polity” continue to be very popular. Youth

W'SCO nS| n events offer formation in the faith for teens in our

congregations.

CO nfe re nce M I n ISter Annual Meeting: The Annual Meeting of the

Wisconsin Conference brought us speakers from the
Grace and hope to you in the spirit of Jesus“emerging church” and challenges to find ways to

Christ. Thank you for the opportunity to be includedkach a rapidly changing culture. The Thursday prior
in your congregation’s annual report as a means oto Annual Meeting focused on immigration and was
remaining connected and honoring our covenant led by UCC professor, Eleazar Fernandez of United
through our four Associations, the Wisconsin Conf&eminary. The 2012 Annual Meeting is June 8-10 at
ence, national United Church of Christ, and a varieGreen Lake Conference Center. The program is on
of UCC and ecumenical partners. interfaith understanding among Christianity, Judaism,




and Islam. The Thursday Seminar is at Pilgrim Cemtdes. Gail O’Neal, the leader of our education and
and will feature the UCC General Minister and Prediay Academy program, retired in the summer after 14
dent, Geoffrey Black. years of service. Each change brought the grief of loss
of relationships.
Ecumenical Partnerships: We welcomed
Christine Busch and Manfred Rekowsky to our An- While he is a member of the staff of United
nual Meeting as representatives of the Evangelical Church Camps, Inc., | want to mention with great ap-
Church in the Rhineland in Germany. We signed apreciation Jeff Puhlmann-Becker, who was, for 26
new ecumenical partnership agreement with this years, the managing director of Pilgrim Center. Jeff
church that was the home to many of our UCC ancesH leave his ministry at the end of the year and wil
tors in the Evangelical and Reformed tradition. Colpe deeply missed for his leadership and hospitality at
ference representatives will be at the EKiR Synod ithe camp. Retiring at the end of 2011 is Southwest
Germany in January 2012 to complete the signing &ssociation Minister, Bob Mutton. Bob has served
the agreement. the Conference and Association for 35 years. A lec-
tureship in theology and the practice of pastoral minis-
Church Development and Renewal:Train-  try has been established in Bob’s honor, and the first
ing was offered to congregational teams from congesent will be in 2012.
gations seeking renewal, including workshops in “Five
Practices” for renewal. We continue to support sev- We have also been joined by new persons on
eral intentional church renewal projects and the coreur staff, welcoming Kent Ulery as the Associate Con-
gregation of Grace UCC in Milwaukee. A disappoirference Minister working with the two southern Asso-
ment for the year was the closing of the La Vina couiations, Debbie Payden as Director of Lay Academy,
gregation in Waukesha. We continue to work with and Deb Simon as Communications Director. | am
some of the members of that congregation in the hapey grateful to all of our staff. All have taken ad-
of renewing a ministry with Latino Christians. ditional work, and all have worked hard to make the
new structures work and to continue service to
Outdoor Ministry: Both Pilgrim Center and churches.
Moon Beach Camp had full camping programs during
the past summer and both sites continue to host full Thank you for your ministry and especially for
retreat schedules. Look for the camp brochures eaylyur support of Our Church’s Wider Ministry
in the year and sign up for the 2012 camping seasof®CWM) and the Special Offerings of the UCC and
other special appeals. The heart of our UCC is the
General Synod: Our delegation represented congregation, and | am grateful to live in covenant
us in Tampa as the UCC took historic action to moweith you. Thank you especially for your prayers as
to a “unified governance” model for our national setwe move forward together.
ting. This new structure will provide a more flexible
decision-making process and significant financial sav-  Wishing you many blessings.
ings. The Synod also elected three new officers for
our church. Invite a General Synod delegate to visit David S. Moyer
your church and report. Conference Minister

Staff Transitions: The church is founded on
relationships, beginning with our relationship to Christ
and, through Christ, with one another. 2011 has been
a year of so many staffing changes and changes in sig-
nificant relationships in both the Conference and As-
sociations. Two members of our support staff with
more than 25 years of service each left the stafplCar
Martell in the Conference office and Carol Mirshak in
the Southwest Association. Association Minister,
Jeanny House, and Acting Association Minister,
Karen Elizabeth King no longer serve with us in those
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Respectfully Submitted
Barbara L. Townsend
Church clerk






COFFEE FELLOWSHIP §
3rd Sunday of the month the 2
following Committees host coffee =8

after Worship Service.
December. . . .. Sunday School

[N

January 01
Jan. 08, Diane Riese

Jan. 15, Ross and Patti Phillips
Jan. 22,
Jan. 29,

Sunday Bulletin Sponsor
Month of January

Altar Flowers 2012

Sunday Coffee Hosts
Jan. 01, Ray Knutson
Jan. 08, Tim and Stacey Forster
Jan. 15, Pastor-Parish Committee
Jan. 22, Ann and Tony Serpe
Jan. 29

Childcare Sponsors

Please see the clipboard if you
would care to sponsor Childcare.

@ Meals On Wheels

Jan. 30, Mon. Donna Riese
Ardelle Baur
Jan. 31, Tues. Pastor Scott
Hank Mol
Feb. 1, Wed. Bill and Jennifer Neis
Feb. 2, Thurs. Sharon Jabs
Betty Gaiser
Merry Kay Opitz
Kathy Thies

Feb. 3, Fri.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:

JANUARY

#$ %&
$ 30~ +
- +
# /
$
$0
& $
1

GROCERY RECEIPTS

If you have receipts in your coat pocket—or
purse, from Frank’s Piggly Wiggly from

October, November and December, please bring
them to church a.s.a.p. For credit we are asked
to bring the receipts to the store in the first week
of the week after that quarter, so receipts need to
be taken to the store before the 6th of January.

Thanks for your help with this project—it all
adds up!




JANUARY 2011

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1COMMUNIO 2 3 4 11:30 am 5 6 7 MEN'S
5 PRACTICES BREAKFAST
TURN- 6:00 PM GROUP 8 AM
AROUND CONFIRMATION CALABRIA
CHURCH CLASS
. BOOK CLUB
W 6:30 PM
R.KNUTSON 6 S. KLUG RES.
8 SPECIAL 9 10 6 PM 11 1:00 PM 12 13 14
CONG MTG 5:00 PM STEWARD-SHIP | WOMEN'S 6:30 5 PRAC-
AFTER PASTOR/ & FELLOWSHIP TICES-TURN
SERVICE PARISH MISSION WORK DAY AROUND
CHRISTIAN MEETING MEETING CHURCH
ED MEETS 7:00 PM
AFTER CONG TRUSTEES DIACONATE
MEETING MEET MEETS
Eﬁ 6:30 PM
T&S FORST
15 16 17 7:00 PM 18 19 6:00 PM 20 21
BOWLING COUNCIL CONFIRMATION
PARTY 2-4 PM MEETS WOMEN'’'S
FELLOWSHIP
6:00 PM SOUP &
SANDWICH
PASTOR- 6:00 PM
PARISH 6 CONFIRMATION
CLASS
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
ANN-TONY
SERPE
29 30 31 FEB 1 FEB. 2 FEB. 3 FEB. 4
GROUND HOG
DAY

NEED HOST@
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First Congregational
United Church of Christ
76 S. Wisconsin St.- Elkhorn, WI 53121

DECEMBER DEACONS: DONNA RIESE AND ANN SERPE

If you are unable to usher on a particular Sunday, Ptsdisthe Deacon/Deaconess with the name of your
replacement in order that we may cover the respoitgbil Ushers are requested to be present

30 to 45 minutes before the start of church (9:00 a.m. Wotshm the Sunday they are assigned.

Duties involve handing out Sunday Bulletins, assistingfiier@ry offering.

Thank you for your participation.

JANUARY 1,  |JAN. 8,2012 |JAN. 15,2012 | JAN.22,2012 |JAN. 29, 2012 FEB. 5, 2011
2012 COMMUNION
COMMUNION

WORSHIP | BARB JACK ILL- MERRY K. CINDY HAROLD RAY KNUTSON

LEADER |TOWNSEND |GEN OPITZ WALLER MORRIS

GREETERS | JACK-JUDITH DIANE JAMIE JEAN LILE STACY
ILLGEN TIM-STACEY_ | ELITCROFT BROOKE RUTH MCLEOD | WHITEMABN

FORSTER  |STEVE LILE DIANE RIESE
KRAMER

USHERS  |BILL-BRIDGET TOM & JAMIE | TONY & ANN | DIANE RIESE DOROTHY BEVER

TREWYN CHERYL& |STEPP SERPE RAY KNUTSON  |JAMIE LILE
ERIC
TRUESDALE

DIACONATE

ACOLYTES NICK JENABARR | HENRY CRISPIN WALLER

HENRY BROWN EMMA MCLEOD HENRY MC LEOD
MCLEOD NICK WEDIGE BRENT
CRISPIN HARVEY REYNOLDS

CAROL WALLER

Childcare: | BURTON CAROL CAROL CAROL CAROL
RUTH CAROL BURTON BURTON BURTON BURTON
MC LEOD BURTON RUTH RUTH RUTH RUTH
NO SCHOOL |RUTH MC LEOD MC LEOD MC LEOD MC LEOD

S.S.MUSIC MC LEOD

2:2:MUor | NO SUNDAY | M==E20
SCHOOL CD R.KNUTSON |CD RAY KNUTSON




